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Preface
My engagement with ACP-EU cooperation started as a narrow study on
the legal scope of Article XXIV GATT in North-South regional trade
agreements and has developed into a philosophical inquiry of the
normative nature of ACP-EU relations, with law at the centre of its
analysis. The transformative shift from preferential trade to reciprocity
has been examined extensively in the literature of political science,
international political economy and economics. While this body of
scholarship is rich and diverse, ranging from the materialist focus of the
rationalist theories to the normative approach of constructivism, I found
the literature to be lacking in a critical perspective that conceives of
regions as constituted through law. Analysing the regional agreements
through a critical legal lens, and drawing insights from both the rationalist and constructivist schools of international political economy, this
book offers a fresh perspective on the ACP-EU relationship.
When this project was in its most embryonic form, I was fortunate to
secure generous funding from the Economic Social Research Council and
the Worldwide University Network to carry out research on two separate
field visits to South Africa. Not only am I grateful for the funding
granted by the ESRC and WUN, but I am indebted to the Law Faculties
at the University of Stellenbosch and the University of Cape Town for
hosting me throughout my time in South Africa. In particular, I am
eternally indebted to the kindness extended to me by Yolandi and her
family. On these visits I was able to access texts that otherwise would
have been difficult to obtain and meet with stakeholders in the Southern
African region. I am particularly grateful to the Trade and Law Centre
(tralac) in South Africa for their support to my research in 2010.
I have presented some of the ideas contained in this book in a variety
of settings over the years. I would particularly like to extend my gratitude
to my colleagues and friends in the GIFTA network. Through their
constructive yet critical engagement with my work, I have been able to
identify the conceptual gaps in the legal analysis and form better
connections between the disciplines of law and political economy. I am
especially thankful to Sangeeta Khorana, Maria Garcia and Jan Orbie for
their support.
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vii

I am indebted to my academic mentor and very dear friend, Tonia
Novitz, who has supported me from the very start of my academic career.
Through our critical discussions, you have broadened my understanding
on the contested nature of the trade:development interface. As this
monograph has evolved over the past five years, I have benefited from
the support of many colleagues including Adrian Flint, Steven Greer,
Achilles Skordas, Patrick Capps, Julian Rivers, Eleanor Staples, Sofia
Galani, Lisa Mardikian, Albert Sanchez-Graells, Philip Syrpis, and Urfan
Khaliq. I am particularly grateful to Foluke Ipinyomi and Shaima Bakhsh
for kindly reviewing parts of this book. All errors and oversights are mine
alone.
There are no words that can express my gratitude to my loved ones,
without whom this book would never have been written. To Chris, thank
you for your patience, love, and support. Your commitment to us has
been a great source of inspiration. To my Mam and Dad, two very special
persons who have always believed in me and encouraged me to pursue
my dreams in the face of many challenges. Thank you for your
unwavering support over the years. Slowly, I am building your house.
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