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The ﬁrst known reference to shiyou (oil) appears in
Menqi bitan (‘Jottings from a stream of dreams’) an
11th century Song dynasty text on natural philosophy
The Yumen ﬁeld in the 1950s. The basic drilling rig here
is of the type common in China in this period
Labour hero Wang Jinxi employing his mud-stirring
technique as depicted in the Chinese ﬁlm ‘The Development
Battle of the Daqing Oilﬁeld’
The Yanshan reﬁnery in Beijing. Like other reﬁneries in the
1960s, this was placed close to mountains thought able
to provide some protection from a Soviet attack
Daqing pipelines constructed in the 1970s. Prior to this
Daqing crude was transported by long ﬂeets of railway tankers
Two Daqing tankers loading crude at Qinhuangdao in
the Bohai Gulf, probably en route to southern China
Celebrations in June 1973 on the occasion of the departure
of the ﬁrst rail tanker carrying Daqing oil exports to
Japan. In the following 30 years Daqing exported
some 200 million tonnes of crude to Japan
Daqing city today – a prosperous city of high rise apartments
and a population of more than one million
Oil ﬁelds in contemporary Daqing with extraction now at an
advanced stage of automation
Dynamiting in the Taklamakan desert in the Tarim
for seismic information
Well head assemblies in close proximity to the Karamai
oil ﬁeld
The huge monument is the ‘Black Oil Mountain’ built on the
natural bitumen deposits on the Karamai ﬁeld
Exploratory and extension wells in Karamai
Pipeline construction work in the Qaidam Basin, near Xining
City. The pipeline technology in this case was probably
supplied by the Italian ﬁrm Saipem
Road construction for oil ﬁeld development
in the Junngar Basin
viii
Tatsu Kambara and Christopher Howe - 9781847204318
Downloaded from Elgar Online at 04/13/2021 12:42:27AM
via free access

8
10

16

17
20
21

22
31
31
83
84
85
85

91
91

Photographs

5.7
6.1
6.2

Crude oil production at Tazhong 4 in the Tarim.
A ‘Christmas Tree’ well head assembly and a lookout platform
A modern reﬁnery at Maoming, Guangdong Province
Most retail petroleum outlets belong to either
SINOPEC Corp. or PetroChina. The station shown here,
however, is an independent
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